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STATEMENT OF WORK

UNDER THE WESTERN SKY

The title of this series is as self-referential as it is universal. I am an American who was born and lived in India until I was a teen. This series has been made over the last four years as a quasi-modem documentary on the lives of the generation of new Global Techno-Bohemians to which I belong.  Lushly colored, atmospheric and influenced by Bollywood, these images offer a mediated reality. They are not a documentary of the struggles, beliefs and politics of my subjects, but a mirror - offering of beauty for those who do not see themselves reflected in the mainstream.  Activists, drag queens and cultural workers are photographed with the same love and glamour usually given to movie stars and celebrities.

Influenced by the works of a diverse range of artists from Nan Goldin, Roy De Carava, Renee Cox to Pierre & Gilles, these images are a sometimes wry, sometimes painful but always beautiful and loving vision of the world.

ONE NIGHT IN NEW YORK (subset of Under the Western Sky)

These images were created at a party night thrown by Sholay Productions (a South Asian gay production company) in New York City.  The images in this series make no attempt at an in-depth documentary look at the lives of my gay friends; they are instead moments when fantasy is achieved in life by a collaboration between subject & artist, space and spectators.  The drag queens spend hours making themselves up to emulate their favorite Bollywood stars - they come to the parties in taxi’s late at night while I await their arrival.  I am often alerted by other party–goers. The images produced are a result of synergy between the organizers, the drag queens, the video projectionists and me – the image maker.  I am interested in the moment of transcendence when the fantasy becomes real, when we all forget the brutal life we are all living and simply offer our gaze, love and attention to the movie stars and goddesses who have descended amongst us.   

Many of the drag queens in this series have sought asylum from their countries on grounds of sexual orientation. They face adversity and alienation on multiple levels in their daily lives.  The Desilicious parties offer a space of acceptance and imagination in sharp contrast to this experience. There is no utopian place of refuge for us – this is my attempt to create one in these images.

