Nicolas Garait

"28 Months" 2005-2006 video installation, 2 screens, each loop 2’30, soundtrack, English soundtrack

The 8mm film that constitutes 28 Months was found by chance in a second-hand projector. It was filmed twice, first in its normal direction, then at its back (the 8mm was in fact a 16mm film which was filmed once before turning the film around to shoot the other side. Once developed, the film was cut out into two and stuck to- gether again). During the digital acquisition of the film, it was ini- tially projected in the normal direction, then in the opposite way.  This second acquisition was then reversed again, so that one can actually see the images which were seen through the camera by the original film maker. Thus from one screen to another, a story takes shape, that of the war for Independence of Algeria, during which the film was obviously made. The soundtrack of the installa- tion consists of extracts of French sound archives of the years 1954 to 1959. The title of the installation refers to the duration of the French military service at the time of the war of Algeria, putting the original film maker into the centre of the whole installation.

