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Statement

I consider film history, preservation and digital production as a continuum that extends into my art/filmmaking practices. I confront social/cultural issues past and present via cinema, but the subtext is autobiography.

In my film and installation work, I use commercial cinema as material and appropriation and montage as strategies to negotiate the difficult relationship of marginalized people to cinema and media representations.  

Edited montages allow me to insert myself into the charming scenarios of the sexually sophisticated, director Lubtisch or to flirt with wunderkind, Fassbinder. I cut myself into new roles; bombastic as Robert Evans, crazed like giggling Widmark, warbling as Richard Harris.

My collages combine my cinema explorations with my training as a jeweler.  In the collages, issues of race and representation are expanding into explorations of a more personal nature; about cinephilia, the cinematic “gaze”, and the implications of my emotional interaction with film and my “crushes” on (male) stars.

The collages use photos I’ve taken of the actors or singers (Sidney, Poitier, Robert Ryan, Freddie Mercury, Bing Crosby) excerpted from iconic films.  They are “cut” into motifs of flowers, mandalas, frames, jewels and sympathy card and label ornamentation.  Sometimes, my image appears in the pieces.  I call this series of portraits and videos “Mr. Bad Guy” after the Mercury song, because these characters possess dangerous charms!

