Joy Garnett studied painting at the École nationale superieure des beaux-arts in Paris and received her MFA from The City College of New York. Her paintings are based on photographs of man-made and natural disasters collected from news sources on the Internet. Her work here is represented by "Rise..." from the ongoing series, Strange Weather, and two smaller works from a series based on images of the 2005 Paris riots pulled from e-zines and weblogs. By painting these familiar yet fleeting media images, Garnett removes them from their mass-produced context, transforming them into visceral and contemplative objects; unreal-seeming images of environmental disaster and social unrest are re-cast as paintings where geological and political "weather" are inextricably intertwined. Selections from the Strange Weather series appeared in the January '06 Issue of Harper's magazine and have recently been exhibited at DiverseWorks (Houston), Sara Meltzer Gallery (NYC) and Heskin Contemproary (NYC). Her third solo exhibition, "Strange Weather: New paintings by Joy Garnett,"  will take place at the National Academy of Sciences, Washington DC, in 2007.
